Age 18-19]              A Great Englishman               [1788-1790
was taken, to visit the Ladies of Llangollen,* where he evidently
made a good impression*
A charming young man [writes Lady Eleanor Butler in her diary].
Handsome, fashioned tall and elegant He stayed till two, then pro-
ceeded to Ireland. Lady Dungannon stopped here . . . She was in
the best Temper. Extremely pleasant and agreeable.1
The next two years of Arthur's life were happy ones, for
in addition to being in the centre of the fun and gaiety of
the Irish capital, he found in the Buckingham establishment
a very happy home. Lord Buckingham became greatly
attached to his young A.D.C. and gave him a father's love,
to which eventually was to be added a father's pride, and
in that brilliant future which awaited the young officer, no
heart beat more proudly than that of Arthur's first and kindly
chief.
At this period, however, he showed not the slightest indi-
cation of brilliance or for being other than an ordinary
pleasure-loving youth, and has even been described by
contemporaries as a " shallow saucy stripling ".2
But Colonel George Napier f (father of that famous family
of soldiers who were later to serve with such distinction
under this same * shallow saucy stripling') thought other-
wise, and after several conversations with him, delivered
himself of the following prophetic utterance. " Those who
1  The Hamwood Papers, p. 32.
2 Lift of Sir Charles Napier, Vol /, p. 62.
* Lady Eileen Buder, i754(?)--i82,9, and the Hon. Sarah Ponsonby,
I755(0-l83i- Two ladies who created a great sensation by running
away from home and living together. These two ladies took up their
abode in Llangollen, where they lived for fifty years. They were called
the' Ladies' by the people of Llangollen, and they were visited by many
famous people of their age.
. t Napier, George, 1751-1804, son of 5th Lord Napier of Murchiston.
IBs seqoad wife (and the mother of the famous soldiers, Charles, William
^*3fe>rge Napier) was the famous beauty, Lady Sarah Lennox, with
wmo&i <JeQ3rge ffl had been desperately in love. At the time of her
% second marriage she was the divorced wife of Sir Charles Bunbury.